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illustration, we have scarcely heard him surpassed." These qualities
tell with a Scottish audience. He gained on the electors and if the
campaign had lasted longer his modest but sufficient majority—
376—would doubtless have been larger. The actual figures were:
Asquith, Lib. 2863. Boyd Kinnear, Dissentient Lib, 2487. The
constituency was faithful to him for thirty-two years- At the
"Coupon" election of 1918 it rejected him and for the first time in
its history returned a Conservative. He was invited a year or two
later to stand again, and it is pretty certain that if he had, East Fife
would have returned to her old allegiance. But he had accepted her
earlier decision as final, and preferred the " dark and difficult
adventure " of Paisley.
It is perhaps worth recalling some features of the Parliamentary
stage on which Asquith made his d6but. The Parliament of 1888-
1892 was in high degree dramatic and mouvement& Before Asquith
had made his maiden speech the political world was convulsed by
the portent of Lord Randolph Churchill's resignation and its accept-
ance by Lord Salisbury. Until the 23rd December, 1886, the stars
in their courses had fought to promote and illuminate Lord
Randolph's fortunes. In the course of little more than half a dozen
years in Parliament he had bearded and brushed aside everyone
who had stood in his path. He had assailed Mr. Gladstone with
fearless irreverence, captured the Tory Caucus for a time from Lord
Salisbury, driven Sir Stafford Northcote from the House of Commons,
become a Secretary of State at thirty-six, and at thirty-seven
Leader of the House. A single miscalculation, one gambler's throw
after the run of luck had stopped, arrested, and eventually
extinguished this extraordinary career* Lord Randolph was a
formidable man, and could when he chose be very rude; but he
reserved the asperities of his tongue for his contemporaries or
seniors. To the younger men in politics and to Asquith in this
Parliament he was easy of access and uniformly kind, More than
once he attended the annual dinners at the "Blue Posts," a
tavern to which Haldan© and Asquith had the temerity to invite
some of the leading men in politics and letters during this
Parliament* In 1891 he discussed Ms resignation with Asquith, and
it is perhaps worth noting that on this occasion he attributed it
(as he generally did) to his error in " forgetting Goschen." " When
I resigned, I should have beaten Lord Salisbury, as I confidently
expected to do, but for their being able to fall back on Gosehen/1
When, in 1895, he passed from the scene, Asquith took the chair at
one of the farewell dinners given to Mm,

